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foreword

This program (dynaccessposter) updates your DynAccess account at regular
intervals and ensures perfect operation.

Since the DynAccess system consists of several servers at various computing
centres, if possible you should use this program or our current Windows
software for account updates.
For only our account-update program ensures perfect interaction between
update software and DynAccess system.
If problems occur with our servers, our programs automatically access backup
servers. Our update software is thus able to carry out successful account
updates even if there are DNS problems in your network.
Third-party products or DDNS support in hardware routers do not support
many of our features nor do they use our redundantly organised systems,
unless there is special DynAccess support (e.g. Lancom router).

DynAccess is a B2B product which aims for the highest availability for
commercial use and has an answer for many eventualities.
Our system availability is thus more than 99.99% averaged over 10 years.
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QUICKstart

Please copy the client dynaccessposter into the directory /usr/local/bin

and set the execute permissions

bash:~ # chmod +x /usr/local/bin/dynaccessposter

The complete configuration is specified via parameters when DynAccessPoster
is started, thus the configuration file /etc/dynaccessposter is not needed.

You can automate this via a startup script or via cron.

The program needs only the name of the account and domain with the
corresponding password.

bash:~ # dynaccessposter -account=test -domain=dynacess.com -passwd=xyz

If you would prefer not to follow the usual practice of specifying the account
and domain name separately, you can specify the entire host name as an
alternative.

bash:~ # dynaccessposter -hostname=test.dynaccess.de -passwd=xyz

Please specify your password in MD5-encoded form, available on the first page
at http://myaccount.dynaccess.com.

No further installation is required.
The necessary files are created at run time and are described below.
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advanced start options

You can influence the basic functioning of DynAccessPoster via diverse calling
parameters.

debug DynAccessPoster starts in debug mode (i.e. in the foreground)
and prints information directly to the console

force A new instance of DynAccessPoster is created; those already
running are terminated automatically.

offline The offline configuration is activated.
The poster sets up a connection to the DynAccess
account-update server and causes the account to be configured
in offline mode.
After that, DynAccessPoster terminates.

Debug- or daemon mode:

DynAccessPoster switches to daemon mode immediately after startup as long
as debug mode is not forced via the corresponding parameter.
Daemon mode means that DynAccessPoster switches into the background and,
except for log-file entries, produces no output.

If you start DynAccessPoster in debug mode via

bash:~ # dynaccessposter debug <account configuration>

then it will not switch to the background immediately.
DynAccessPoster runs in debug mode (i.e. in the foreground) and prints out
directly to the screen all the information which is also written into the log file.
If an instance of DynAccessPoster is already running in daemon mode and you
start another instance of DynAccessPoster in debug mode, then the
DynAccessPoster which is already running in daemon mode terminates.
Two instances of DynAccessPoster with identical configuration never run in
parallel as long as you use DynAccessPoster on a Linux/UNIX system.
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Force a new instance of DynAccessPoster:

If you start the client via

bash:~ # dynaccessposter <account configuration>

more than once, this has no effect on a Linux/UNIX system since the newly
started DynAccessPoster notices an already running instance and terminates
itself.

Via
bash:~ # dynaccessposter force <account configuration>

you can force a new instance of DynAccessPoster. Those already running will
terminate automatically.

Controlled offline-switching:

If you call DynAccessPoster as follows

bash:~ # dynaccessposter offline <account configuration>

then this leads to the neutralisation of your DynAccess account, i.e. your
account is configured with a neutral IP.
In addition, all instances of DynAccessPoster terminate.

This makes sense when you want to go offline in a controlled manner and
would like to neutralise your DynAccess account.
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further DynAccess files

The script writes the following files:

Pid file: /var/run/DynAccessPoster.pid

The current process ID is written into this file.
This is important since you can start DynAccessPoster more than once.
Each additional instance terminates automatically when it it notices that
DynAccessPoster is already running.
Deleting this file causes the automatic termination of DynAccessPoster.

You can change the location of the Pid file via the parameter FILEpid.
e.g. -FILEpid=/root/DynAccess.pid

alive file: /tmp/DynAccessPoster.alive

This file is needed for the identification of other instances of the program which
are already running. You can change the name and location of the file via the
parameter -FILEalive when starting the program.
e.g. -FILEalive=/root/DynAccess.alive

Log file: /var/log/DynAccessPoster.log

In general, DynAccessPoster uses SysLog (according to RFC 3164) to protocol
its actions. If SysLog is not available DynAccessPoster can use a file of your
choice instead.
You can specify the name and location of the file via the parameter
-FILElog when starting the program.
For example, -FILElog=/var/log/DynAccess.log
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Extending or restricting the logging

Depending on the area of application, it can be necessary to reduce or even
deactivate the logging.
For example, you can log the sending of every HeartBeat which however needs
a lot of storage space. You can suppress the logging of account updates (setIP)
and requesting your own IP (myIP). Since the client interacts with the
DynAccess server, the server can transmit individual plain-text messages to
the DynAccessPoster which are recorded in the log. You can deactivate these
as well.
If you deactivate all types of logging, only errors are recorded.
If this is not desired, you can completely deactivate logging by specifying
"-SysLog=0" as a parameter.

If you call the program with no further parameters or with the switch -h, you
obtain a list of the parameters and the corresponding default values.

-SysLog= default: 1
-LOGHeartBeat= default: 0
-LOGmyIP= default: 0
-LOGsetIP= default: 1
-LOGresolv= default: 0
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startup script

You can automatically start DynAccessPoster at system startup via the startup
script dynaccess.sh.

We avoid a self-contained configuration file /etc/dynaccess and implement the
basic configuration (hostname and password) within the startup script. This is
admittedly not completely clean but robust enough in practice since only the
login information is needed.
Further account configuration of your DynAccess account can be done only via
http://myaccount.dynaccess.com

Depending on the distribution, an additional link into the corresponding run
level might be necessary. Here are 2 examples:

ln -sf /etc/rc.d/init.d/dynaccess.sh /etc/rc.d/start/90dynaccess
ln -sf /etc/init.d/dynaccess.sh /etc/rcS.d/S90/90dynaccess

CRON example

Via CRON, you can execute timed scripts and programs under Linux.

If you would not like to set up a quasi-permanent connection with DynAccess
but rather would like to make your resources available only at certain times,
then you can achieve this very simply.

Start the script via CRON with the command

bash:~ # dynaccessposter <account configuration>

in order to activate your account at a certain time.

Via

bash:~ # dynaccessposter offline <account configuration>

your accont is neutralised. In addition, all instances of DynAccessPoster are
automatically terminated.
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